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President Kirsten Tynch’s Message 
  
As I ended my term as your VASITE president, I 
thought back over a very successful year. 
Attendance was strong at our 3 conferences as well 
as our continuing education courses. In fact we had 
a waiting list for at least one of the courses. Our 
International ITE President, Alf Guebert, attended 
our annual meeting and spoke on how ITE was 
changing to meet the needs of its members. I’d like 
to think that VASITE has always focused on the 
needs of our members.  
 
VASITE was established to promote sound 
transportation engineering practices in the planning, 
design, operation, and management of 
transportation facilities and equipment for the safe, 
convenient and efficient movement of people and 
goods. In this difficult economic time, VASITE 
continues to focus on providing cost effective 
benefits to our members. To achieve this goal, 
VASITE: 

·  Keeps dues low. Dues have remained 
$20 for almost a decade!  

·  Offers significant cost savings on 
conferences and continuing education 
courses. The SIDRA class held in 
September offered a $200 savings for 
VASITE members!  

·  Provides networking opportunities at all 
events to allow members to share 
industry related knowledge and 
experiences. 

·  Promotes dialogue between private 
companies and public agencies on 
current transportation issues for the 
betterment of the industry. 

 
I hope you find VASITE to be a current, valuable 
organization that helps you in your career. I 
appreciate the opportunity to serve as your VASITE 
President. I look forward to continuing to serve the 
VASITE membership in the coming years. 
 
Kirsten Tynch, PE, PTOE, LEED AP 
Immediate Past President 
 
 
2009 Spring Meeting @ Portsmouth 
Renaissance Hotel 3-20-09 
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Vice President (President Elect) Tim 
Foster’s Message –  
 
Dear Fellow VASITE Members: 
  
I would like to thank everyone in VASITE for 
making 2008 another successful year. I would also 
like to thank all of those that provided presentations 
at all of our meetings. You made them educational, 
entertaining, and without you all, our meetings 
would not have been a success. 
  
As I become President in 2009, we all know there 
are challenges that lie ahead with the state of our 
economy. However, I am hopeful that the stimulus 
package will keep transportation professionals a 
step ahead, and we will continue to provide a 
valuable service to our community.  
  
If there are any ideas, changes or discussions you 
would like to have concerning VASITE, please do 
not hesitate to ask. This organization belongs to 
everyone, and I encourage you all to become 
involved in continuing the great tradition of 
VASITE.  
  
Tim Foster, 
VASITE Vice President 
 
 
 
 

 
Vice President Elect John York’s 
Message –  
 
I am really looking forward to the conferences 
upcoming in 2009.  The first in Portsmouth on 
March 20, 2009 will be held at the Renaissance 
Hotel and we have an exciting line up of speakers 
scheduled to talk about current issues and projects 
in the profession.  This will also serve as a rehearsal 
for the upcoming SDITE meeting which will also be 
held at the Renaissance in April 2010.  We will 
have our ever popular Annual Meeting in Virginia 
Beach on June 23 – 26, 2009.  And last but not least 
our Fall Meeting will be held October 8 – 9, 2009 at 
Wintergreen. Please mark your calendars and plan 
to attend these great events. 
 
Thanks, 
John 
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2008 Officers: 
 
President………………….… Kirsten Tynch, P.E.,PTOE 
    Woolpert LLP 
 
Vice President………………...Tim Foster, P.E. 
    Henrico County 
 
Secretary………………………John Yorks 
    City of Hampton 
 
Treasurer……………………....John Hendrickson, P.E. 
    PB 
 
Past President………………….Chris Gay, AICP 
    VHB 
 
Southern District Rep………….Bryant Goodloe, P.E. 
    Bryant B. Goodloe, P.C. 
 
Southern District Rep. ……..…Mike Corwin 
    VDOT 

  

2009 Officers: 
 
President………………….….. Tim Foster, P.E. 
    Henrico County 
 
Vice President………………... John Yorks 
    City of Hampton 
 
Secretary………………………Robin Grier 
    VDOT 
 
Treasurer……………………....John Hendrickson, P.E. 
    PB 
 
Past President………………. Kirsten Tynch,P.E.,PTOE 
    Woolpert LLP 
 
Southern District Rep………….Bill Cashman, AICP 
    URS 
 
Southern District Rep. ……..…Mike Corwin 
    VDOT 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

New VASITE Members –  
 
Nyika Roberson Ramos, P.E., City of Richmond 
William Stagg, P.E., H.W. Lochner, Inc. 

 

Continuing Education - 
�
The VASITE Continuing Education Committee plans 
and conducts training courses on relevant topics for the 
VASITE membership.   
 
Through a Transportation Safety Project Grant from the 
Virginia Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV), 
VASITE is able to offer safety-related continuing 
education courses at an affordable cost to attendees.  
Typically, the DMV Safety Grant covers over half of the 
course registration costs.  VASITE is very appreciative 
of the DMV for their generous support of our training 
courses to improve safety across the Commonwealth.  
 
The Continuing Education Committee tries to offer three 
courses per calendar year.  Currently, the committee is 
working on the courses for the 2008 calendar year.  In 
the past few years, the Continuing Education Committee 
has offered courses on design topics such as Traffic 
Signal Design, Roundabout Design, Roadway Lighting, 
Roadway Safety Audit, and Roadside Design.  The 
Committee has offered software training for packages 
such as Synchro, CORSIM, and HCS.  Please contact 
Kathryn Brown (Chairman) if you have course topics 
that you would like to see taught in the near future.  If 
you are interested in joining this committee, please 
contact Kathryn Brown at 757.961.7834 or 
kbrown@ClarkNexsen.com 

 

From the Secretary:  
Reminder that dues have to be paid in full in order to 
take advantage of the reduced membership registration 
fees for each conference and continuing education 
course. To check your membership status or make any 
changes to your contact information, please contact 
Robin Grier at robin.grier@vdot.virginia.gov 
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From the Treasurer: 
At the end of the year, VASITE had $32,345 in the 
account.  When comparing income to expenses, 
VASITE was approximately $6,000 in the positive.  
Major income sources included DMV grant money, 
annual meeting dues and member fees / ads.  Major 
expenses included the annual meeting (expenses 
exceeded income on this event by approximately 
$3,000), continuing education (income exceeded 
expenses by approximately $4,000), and website 
maintenance (expenses and income were about equal).   

 

Scholarship Committee: 
The scholarship committee would like to remind all 
students that would like to be considered for the 
VASITE scholarship to please apply.  In recent years 
there have been very few applicants.  We ask that 
members please remind students that there are 
scholarships available.  The deadline for applications is 
September 4th.  See the website for details.  The 
following students were awarded the two scholarships 
offered each year.�
 
Award:  2008 Kenneith E. Wilkinson Continued 
Engineering Studies Scholarship 
Recipient:  Anthony Amadeo Gallo 
School:  University of Virginia 
Amount:  $1,500  
  
Award:  2008 Kenneith E. Wilkinson Continued 
Engineering Studies Scholarship 
Recipient:  Sashikanth Gurram 
School:  Virginia Polytechnic Institute & State 
University (Virginia Tech) 
Amount:  $1,500 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Chris Daily and Kirsten Tynch present 
the scholarship award to Sashikanth 
Gurram 
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Fall Conference with College 
Students 
�
Student Guest Speakers Introduced 
Presenters 
 

 

�
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 



 
VASITE Newsletter                                         6        Fall 2008 
  
 

Fall Meeting Presentations 
�
The 2008 Fall Meeting was held in Wintergreen 
Resort.  The following articles highlight the 
presentations. 
�
�
Signing for Open Road Tolling Systems 
Melody Matter 
McCormick Taylor, Inc. 

 
 
Melody Matter gave a presentation on how open 
road tolling systems work.  She has had experience 
in several projects in TX, FL, MD, and CO.  She 
used a Pennsylvania Turnpike example project for 
the presentation.  She explained how an open 
barrier system worked using an all video tolling 
process to bill those without electronic 
transponders.  One of the key things they had to 
decide in the process was how much information to 
display to the driver.  Open roads tolling takes an 
enormous amount of advanced planning. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Enhanced Incident Management: 
Leveraging the Tools Available 
Daniel Rydzewski 
City of Norfolk 
 

 
Mr. Rydzewski explained how Norfolk was using 
the TMS tools they had available to deal with 
incident management.   They were using VDOT 
TMS data which they had some control of along 
with City signal control to deal with incidents. 
 
 
VDOT’s PE Signing and Sealing 
Implementation 
Kendal R. Walus 
VDOT 
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Mr. Walus explained VDOT’s new regulations 
regarding the PE signing and sealing process.  He 
explained what needs to be sealed and what does 
not.  A committee looked at who needed a PE and 
who did not.  It determined that VDOT needed 425 
positions to hold a PE license.  The General 
Assembly has changed the state code so that state 
and local governments don’t have to seal work.  
DPOR decided that even VDOT employees fall 
under their authority. 
 
 

Roanoke’s Complete Streets Policy 
Mark Jamison 
City of Roanoke 
 

 
 
Mr. Jamison presented Roanoke’s new complete 
streets policy which accommodates all street users 
not just the automobile.  He gave examples of its 
implementation in the City.  It uses context 
sensitive solutions in its approach.  It can be found 
on Roanoke’s planning web site. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

Bristol Pedestrian Safety Project 
Marc Lipschultz 
McCormick Taylor, Inc. 
 

 
 
Mr. Lipschultz presented a recent project he 
completed in Bristol Virginia and Tennessee.  He 
worked to provide for pedestrian facilities on an 
urban street that had virtually no existing 
accommodations.  The pedestrian accommodations 
accounted for pedestrian impairments such as 
blindness.  The work was done cooperation with 
both VDOT and TNDOT.  
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Virginia’s New Access Management 
Regulations/Standards for Principal 
Arterials and the Proposal for Minor 
Arterials/Collectors 
Paul Grasewicz 
VDOT 

 
Mr. Grasewicz gave an overview on VDOT’s new 
access management regulations/standards for 
principal arterials and the proposed regulations for 
minor arterials/collectors.  They will be included in 
the RDM Appendix F.  They regulations took effect 
in July 2008. Regulations for minor 
arterials/collectors go into effect October 2009. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Update and Status of the Secondary 
Street Acceptance Requirements 
Rob Hofrichter 
VDOT 

 
 
Mr. Hofrichter have and update and status of the 
secondary street acceptance requirements.  He 
stated the reasoning for doing so was that the State 
Assembly asked for it.  A key aspect of the new 
requirements has to do with a connectivity index 
that is similar to the link node ratio that is widely 
know. 
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TECH 
WINS 

Traffic Bowl Competition 
 

 
The University of Virginia Team 

 

 
Virginia Tech’s Team 

 
 

2010 SDITE Annual Meeting Update 
Our planning of the 2010 SDITE Annual Meeting in 
Portsmouth, VA is off to a great start. We still have a 
few committee co-chair positions open and are always 
looking for volunteers to staff any and all committees. 
The dates for the 2010 SDITE Annual Meeting are April 
11 – 14, 2010. Please mark your calendars. We will need 
everyone’s help to make this a successful event. 
 
We would like to encourage any VASITE member, but 
especially the SDITE 2010 committee chairs and co-
chairs, to attend this year’s SDITE Annual Meeting in 
Charleston, SC on March 30 to April 3. This is a great 
opportunity to see a SDITE Annual Meeting in action, 
and will help with planning our conference in 2010. The 
characteristics of Charleston and Portsmouth are similar, 
so it should give an invaluable opportunity to preview 
our conference. In addition, the 2009 SDITE Annual 
Meeting will be held in Birmingham, Alabama, and the 
registration and travel costs will be much higher in 
Birmingham than Charleston. The 2008 SDITE meeting 
should be a great event. Please try to attend if at all 
possible! 
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Advertising with VASITE 
Contact 

Kelli Stamm 
VASITE - Public Relations 
Phone: (757) 368-0945 

 kstamm@precisionmeasurements.com 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Bryant B. Goodloe, P.C. 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Intermodal Engineering, 

P.C. 
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VASITE has a "Job Posting" area. The cost per ad 
is $75.00 and it will run for 90 days.  This ad will 
run in both the Newsletter and the Website. 
 
The point of contact for further information is: 
 
Public Relations Chair for VASITE Kelli Stamm 
with Precision Measurements. 
 
kstamm@precisionmeasurements.com 
(757) 368-0945 
 
We want to also advertise on the Website the 
opportunity for companies to become corporate 
members.  This is $ 75.00 for the year.  This covers 
inclusion in the three (3) Newsletters that are planned 
each year, the Membership Roster and your Company 
Logo and Profile Information on the VASITE Online 
web site, www.vasite.org, including a hot link to your 
company’s web site. See how others are benefiting from 
this opportunity. Visit www.vasite.org and click on 
‘Sponsors’ at the top of the page. Please complete and 
mail the accompanying form to place your Ad. Please 
send your Business Card Artwork, Company Logo and 
Profile Information to Public Relations chair for 
VASITE Kelli Stamm with Precision Measurements, 
Inc. via e-mail me at 
kstamm@precisionmeasurements.com  
or you can contact me at 757-368-0945. 

�
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If you would like to contribute to the next 
VASITE newsletter, please send articles and 
information to:   
 
Chris P. Lawrence, P.E. 
URS Corporation 
11832 Rock Landing Drive, Suite 306 
Newport News, VA 23606 
757-873-0559 
Chris_lawrence@urscorp.com 
 
THE TRAFFIC LITE is the official publication of the 
Virginia Section of the Institute of Transportation Engineers 
(VASITE), which is a professional society of persons involved 
in transportation engineering activities in Virginia. It is 
affiliated with the ITE, which is an international professional 
society of transportation engineers. The primary goal of 
VASITE is to promote sound transportation engineering 
practices in planning, design, operation, and management of 
transportation facilities and equipment for the safe, 
convenient and efficient movement of people and goods. 
 
 


