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Volume 37, No. 1    Newsletter Editor, Chris Lawrence   Spring 2007

 
Message from the President: 
 
I will spare everyone from a repeat of my “call 
to arms” in the last newsletter – however, I am 
glad to say that it did elicit several positive 
responses, which is great! 
 
I will look forward to seeing many of you later 
this month in Virginia Beach.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chris Gay - President 
 
 

2007 Officers: 
 
President………………………… Chris Gay, AICP 
    VHB 
 
Vice President……………………. Kirsten Tynch, P.E. 
    Woolpert LLP 
 
Secretary………………………….Tim Foster, P.E. 
    Henrico County 
 
Treasurer………………………….Ric Lowman, P.E. 
    City Of Virginia Beach 
 
Past President……………………..Bill Cashman, AICP 
           URS 
 
Southern District Rep. (06-07)……Tim White, P.E. 
    T3 Design 
           

  

2007 Summer Annual Meeting Virginia 
Beach Oceanfront—June 26-29 at the 
Sheraton Hotel 

 
-See the VASITE website for details 
(www.vasite.org) 
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Vice President’s Message: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We have an exciting agenda for our VASITE 
Annual Meeting to be held June 27th – June 
29th at the Sheraton Oceanfront in Virginia 
Beach. Informative speakers, lively 
entertainment, and great networking 
opportunities highlight this year’s meeting. 
Donner Grisby of NASA will be our key-note 
speaker for the Annual banquet on Thursday 
evening. Mr. Grisby is an energetic and 
entertaining speaker who will be discussing 
engineering changes throughout history at 
NASA. Local artist Brian Sewell will be 
providing the music during the reception prior 
to banquet. Dress is casual for the banquet this 
year. So please join your fellow engineers and 
their spouses for a great time at the VASITE 
Annual Meeting. 
 
The VASITE Annual Meeting will also host the 
official kick-off for the 2010 SDITE Annual 
Meeting planning. Anyone interested in 
participating in the planning process please 
attend the meeting from 4:30 pm to 5:30 pm on 
June 28th at the Sheraton. The following people 
have volunteered to participate as chairs for 
the various committees, but numerous people 
are needed to fill the committees to make the 
2010 SDITE Annual Meeting in Portsmouth, 
Virginia a success. If you can’t make the 
meeting on June 28th and would still like to 
participate on a committee, please contact me 
at 757.398.6838 or 
kirsten.tynch@woolpert.com. 
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Read more about VASITE? 
Go to WWW.VASITE.ORG 
 

From the Secretary:  
 

Reminder that dues have to be paid in full in 
order to take advantage of the reduced 
membership registration fees for each 

conference and continuing education course. 
To check your membership status or make any 

changes to your contact information, please 
contact Tim Foster at fos15@co.henrico.va.us  

 
 
 

From the Treasurer: 
 

As of December 31, 2006, the VASITE account 
balance is $24,415.93.
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Spring Meeting Presentations 
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Dan Nabors, P.E. 
Senior Transportation Engineer 
VHB 

A Road Safety Audit (RSA) is a formal safety 
examination of a future roadway plan or project or an in-
service facility that is conducted by an independent, 
experienced multidisciplinary RSA team.  The intent of 
an RSA is to consider the potential safety issues of all 
users under all conditions.  The RSA may be applied to 
any type of facility and can examine the potential safety 
issues for any type of road, throughout the project 
development process, and on completed facilities. 

 
FHWA has sponsored several projects to promote RSAs 
as a tool to improve safety.  Two such projects are a 
series of 10 RSA case studies conducted throughout the 
US and the development of a Pedestrian RSA Guideline 
and prompt list.  These projects and the RSA process 
are discussed in this presentation.   
 
 

Virginia’s Public Private Partnership 
Program & Myths & Realities of 
PPP’s Owners Perspective 
Dusty Holcombe 
Assistant Director – Innovative Project Delivery  
VDOT 
 
Mr.  Holcombe started his presentation with an overview 
of the history of PPTAs in Virginia.  He then gave some 
statistics of the PPTAs solicited to date.  Some specific 
highlighted projects included Route 460 and the Midtown 
Tunnel.  Later he explained in detail some of the myths 
and realities for using this type of contract to accomplish 
major transportation projects in Virginia.  He explained 
how the State is getting better at working with this type 
of contract.   
 
 

 
 
 
 

Innovative Contracting a Team 
Perspective  
Jimmy T. Mills 
President  
Infrastructure and Highway Solutions 
 
He discussed the PPP/Design build market from a 
Team’s Perspective. This will include the responsibility of 
the State DOT to ensure a viable program. 
 
 

The Road to Access Management & 
Updating the Land Development 
Manual  
Paul Grasewicz, AICP 
Asset Management Division 
VDOT 
 
For years Virginia has had an on-again, off-again interest 
in establishing comprehensive access management 
standards:  for example a major VDOT study in 1995, a 
number of VTRC research reports, and the 2004 VTrans 
statewide 2025 transportation plan recommendations.  
The wait is now over!  Legislation was enacted during the 
2007 General Assembly to amend the Code to expand 
VDOT authority in this regard as well as to instruct the 
Department to develop a comprehensive set of access 
management standards.  This session reviewed how all 
the pieces finally fell in place and examine the details of 
the legislation.  
 
In addition, this session provided a status report on 
VDOT’s current project to rewrite its 1995 Land 
Development Manual.  A committee of Department staff 
from throughout the state has been working to update the 
recommended design guidelines for 
entrances/intersections and to provide a more in-depth 
analysis of VDOT’s involvement in the local land 
development planning process. 
 
 
Traffic Impact Regulations (Chapter 
527) Technical Overview  
Robert W. Hofrichter 
Asst. Administrator, Asset Management Division 
VDOT 
 
A description was given of the process used to develop 
the Traffic Impact Analysis regulations (24 VAC 30-155) 
and basic information on what the regulations cover and 
how they will be implemented. 
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Roadway Safety Assessments 
(RSAs) 
Stephen W. Read, P. Eng. 
Highway Safety Improvement Programs Manager 
VDOT – Traffic Engineering Division 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Roadway Safety Assessments (RSAs) are the right 
approach for traffic safety engineers to lead the charge 
in driving down the number of injuries and deaths from 
crashes on Virginia’s roadways.  RSAs are envisioned to 
be one of the cornerstones to implementing Virginia’s 
Strategic Highway Safety Plan and reach the goal of 100 
less deaths and 4000 fewer injuries from crash by 2010.  
 
This presentation talked about having the right 
assessment procedures, people, crash and traffic 
analysis, and documentation tools to conduct RSAs.  
VDOT’s systematic approach to implementing RSAs 
were also discussed. 
 
 
 

Roundabouts 
Terry Knouse, PE 
Senior Transportation Engineer  
VDOT-Location & Design 
 
 
Roundabout presentation included background on the 
Roundabout Committee, projects we have been involved 
with and Lessons Learned.  Also, the presentation 
explained how VDOT now handles roundabout 
applications. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Roundabouts 
Walter Pribble 
Senior Transportation Engineer 
VDOT- Transportation & Mobility Planning 

The roundabout committee has produced a DVD for the 
Dept of Education and DMV. It combines a video to 
teach drivers how to negotiate a roundabout entitled 
“Rules of the Road”, and a narrated PowerPoint 
presentation called “Roundabouts: Virginia’s 
Experience”.    The Dept of Ed has ordered 3000 copies 
for the high school Drivers Ed classes and other private 
schools.   

 
Also, available is a longer version of the PowerPoint 
presentation aimed more toward the professional 
planner or designer. 
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Advertising with VASITE 
Contact 

Kelli Stamm 
VASITE - Public Relations 
Phone: (757) 368-0945 

 kstamm@precisionmeasurements.com 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

Fitzgerald & Halliday 
 

 
 

Bryant B. Goodloe, P.C. 
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Intermodal Engineering, 

P.C. 
 

 

 
 

Rummel, Klepper & Kahl, 
LLP 

 
Traffic Systems & 
Technology, Inc. 

 

 

 
Edwards and Kelcey 
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Glenn & Sadler, A Division 
of TranSystems Corporation 
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VASITE has a "Job Posting" area. The cost per ad 
is $75.00 and it will run for 90 days.  This ad will 

run in both the Newsletter and the Website. 
 

The point of contact for further information is: 
 

Public Relations Chair for VASITE Kelli Stamm 
with Precision Measurements. 

kstamm@precisionmeasurements.com 
(757) 368-0945 

 
We want to also advertise on the Website the opportunity for 
companies to become corporate members.  This is $ 75.00 for 
the year.  This covers inclusion in the three (3) Newsletters 
that are planned each year, the Membership Roster and your 

Company Logo and Profile Information on the VASITE 
Online web site, www.vasite.org, including a hot link to your 
company’s web site. See how others are benefiting from this 
opportunity. Visit www.vasite.org and click on ‘Sponsors’ at 

the top of the page. Please complete and mail the 
accompanying form to place your Ad. Please send your 

Business Card Artwork, Company Logo and Profile 
Information to Public Relations chair for VASITE Angelica 
Ceron with Precision Measurements, Inc. via e-mail me at 

aceron@precisionmeasurements.com or  
you can contact me at 757-368-0945. 

�
�����������	��
���
�����
�
��
��
��
������
�
�������������

��������������	���

�������	�

������

���
��   
Chris P. Lawrence, P.E. 
URS Corporation 
11832 Rock Landing Drive, Suite 306 
Newport News, VA 23606 
757-873-0559 
Chris_lawrence@urscorp.com 
 
THE TRAFFIC LITE is the official publication of the 
Virginia Section of the Institute of Transportation 
Engineers (VASITE), which is a professional society of 
persons involved in transportation engineering activities 
in Virginia. It is affiliated with the ITE, which is an 
international professional society of transportation 
engineers. The primary goal of VASITE is to promote 
sound transportation engineering practices in planning, 
design, operation, and management of transportation 
facilities and equipment for the safe, convenient and 
efficient movement of people and goods. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


