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2 2035 Surface Transportation Plan ~ 
An Overview

• VTrans: The POLICY foundation for transportation priorities

• Surface Transportation Plan: Provides recommendations to support 
the VTrans2035 goals

• December 2008 - Secretary of Transportation directed  VDOT and 
DRPT to coordinate the development of a Surface Tra nsportation 
Plan that:

– includes highway, transit, TDM and rail recommendat ions

– identifies concurrent recommendations

– improves the coordination of recommendations

• Recommendations support VTrans2035 goals and corrid or strategies
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2035 Virginia Surface Transportation Plan ~ 
Relationship to Other Planning Efforts
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2035 Virginia Surface Transportation Plan ~ 
Purpose

• The VSTP represents recommendations from state agen cy planning staff to 
the Secretary of Transportation (no action required )

• VDOT

– Provides VDOT with a list of identified needs on state maintained roadways 
based on performance measures including safety and congestion

– Used to assist decision makers in identifying recommendations for projects for 
SYIP

• DRPT

– Provides DRPT with a Statewide Public Transportation Plan that links transit, 
TDM, ITS, and human service capital and operating requirements with 
programming state and federal funds

– Provides DRPT with a solid foundation to efficiently and effectively invest in the 
growing, diverse, and dynamic need and demand for public transportation 
throughout the Commonwealth



5 Surface Transportation Plan ~ 
Public Transportation  Element

� Support Virginia’s Existing Transit Service: Achieve and Maintain Virginia’s 
Transit Assets in a State of Good Repair (SGR): 

• Plan for the operating cost of the existing transit service with state operating 
assistance 

• Commit to an ongoing investment to address the existing SGR backlog and then 
maintain the transit assets in a SGR

� Expand Transit Capacity Statewide 

• Expand transit capacity to meet the needs of a growing economy and population

• Add economic lifeline service to areas that currently do not provide service and in 
areas that do not provide sufficient service

• Expand Transportation Demand Management (TDM) and human service programs

• Implement an ongoing investment in Intelligent Transportation Systems

� Invest in Major Capital Projects

• Assist in managing congestion in large urban areas

• Study, plan and construct rapid transit capital projects in rapidly growing areas that 
have the land use characteristics to support a major capital investment
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7 Surface Transportation Plan ~ Passenger Rail Elemen t



8 2035 Virginia Surface Transportation Plan ~ 
Highway Element

• 2035 highway planning efforts focus on the Statewid e Mobility System

• Highway system of statewide significance - 5,760 mil es

• Routes comprised from:

– National Highway System (NHS)

• Strategic Highway Network (STRAHNET)

• STRAHNET connectors

• Intermodal connectors

– Hurricane evacuation routes

– Multilane primaries that provide regional connectiv ity

– Other primaries that serve as vital links between j urisdictions

• Typically routes that support high-speed, long dist ance travel and permit 
inter-regional connectivity

• Although the SMS is comprised of just 8% of Virginia ’s highway miles, it 
accounts for 66% of all vehicle miles traveled on t he Commonwealth’s 
highway system
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2035 Virginia Surface Transportation Plan ~ 
Statewide Mobility System



10 2035 Virginia Surface Transportation Plan ~ 
VDOT Efforts

• Highway Needs Assessment

– Level of Service, capacity analysis

– Safety/crash data

– Bridge and pavement condition

• Roadway Inventory Update – Focused on SMS network

• Update traffic data/forecast

• Reviewed park-n-ride lot inventory and MPO CLRPs/tr ansit plans for 
future commuter lot recommendations 

• Coordinated with long range planning recommendation s from:

– MPOs – Constrained Long Range Plans

– PDCs – Rural Long Range Plans

– Localities – Small Urban Area Transportation Studies
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2035 Virginia Surface Transportation Plan ~ 
VDOT Efforts

• Recommendations address:

– Safety

• Crash Density

• Pavement & structure condition

– Congestion

• Capacity Expansion

• Transportation Demand Management (HOV, Park and Ride, Bike/Ped, etc)

– Operations/ITS

• Recommendations include short range/low cost improv ements

• Recommendations can be used to identify areas for p otential public 
private partnership projects (P PP)
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Draft List of Highway Recommendations ~ 
Development and Review

• September 2009 - Coordinated with MPOs and PDCs to r eview draft 
recommendations

• Including:

– Recommendations to existing facilities

– New alignments

– Spot improvements – interchanges, intersections, tur n lanes, etc.
– Other improvements – access management, CD access la nes, re-

striping, etc.
– Park and Ride lots

• VSTP highway recommendations identify state needs a nd will be 
used to initiate a dialogue between the state and M POs



13 2035 Virginia Surface Transportation Plan ~ 
Coordinating Modal Plans

• VDOT and DRPT staff coordinated modal recommendatio ns

• The 2035 VSTP identifies concurrent recommendations  

• Will facilitate the identification of alternatives to be considered during 
major corridor studies

• Allows for early coordination of transit, rail and highway 
recommendations, will help minimize questions in th e project planning 
process

• 2035 VSTP comprised of two components

– 2035 VSTP Summary Map

– 2035 VSTP Report Plan 
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2035 VSTP Summary Map
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2035 VSTP Summary Map - Detail
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2035 VSTP Summary Map –
Regional Summaries
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2035 VSTP Summary Map - Detail
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2035 VSTP Summary Map –
Key Recommendations
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2035 Virginia Surface Transportation Plan ~ 
Next Steps

• Although no formal action is required, the DRAFT 2035 VSTP is 
currently available for a 45-day, web-based public comment period 
concluding July 30, 2010.

– Press release noted in:

• Tri-cities.com (Bristol)
• Charlottesville Newsplex CBS 19
• Fredericksburg Freelance Star
• Daily Press (Hampton Roads)
• Virginia Pilot (Hampton Roads)
• WVEC (Hampton Roads)
• Washington Examiner
• WHSV Channel 3 (Staunton)

www.vtrans.org


